| NEVER BELIEVED 


THE PHENOMENON 
PEOPLE REFERRED TO AS 
THE "LIGHT AT THE END 

OF THE TUNNEL.” 

















RARE OCCURKENCES 
WHERE PEOPLE, 
AFTER WAKING FROM 
NEAR-DEATH 
EXPERIENCES, 
WOULD EXCLAIM, 
"| SAW THE LIGHT!” 
WITH COLD SWEAT 
ROLLING DOWN 
THE SIDES 
OF THEIR FACES. 









YET, HERE | AM 
IN THIS SUPPOSED 
“TUNNEL.” 


= |) orm |; dled, lll 


Du! PIV iY 


| DIE? 








THE LAST THING 
| REMEMBER 





| WAS 
ALONE IN 
MY KOOM 


as 
i 











LOOKING AT 
THE CITY FROM 
ABOVE 








AFTEK THAT 








MY BODY FELT 
HEAVY AS | LAID DOWN 
ON MY BED 





WAS | 
POISONED? 


WAS | 
ASSASINATED? 





THERE WERE 
TOO MANY 
THAT WANTED 
ME DEAD. 


AFTER ALL, 





| WAS A KING. 
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WELL, AS MUCH 
AS | WANT TO 
FIGURE OUT MY DEATH, 
| CAN’T DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT ANYMORE. 







NO CHOICE 
BUT TO GO ALONG 
WITH IT. 


THERE BETTER 

NOT BE SOME 

CHOIR OF BABIES 

WITH WINGS 
SINGING 

AT THE END. 








CONGRATULATIONS, 
SIK AND MADAM. 
HE’S A HEALTHY Boy! 








...WAS | JUST 


GIVEN BIRTH TOF 









HOLD HIM OUT 
A BIT, DEAR 
| CAN'T oes! 












DOES THAT 
MEAN THAT THE LIGHT 
AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL 
IS THE LIGHT COMING 
THROUGH A WOMAN‘S... 
No! 














THAT'S NOT 
IMPORTANT! 












He’s ~—s \ 
BEAUTIFUL. , 


HE HAS si! 
\ YOUR HAIR! / 


WHEREVER 
| AM, 
















| CAN 
UNDERSTAND 
THE LANGUAGE. 
THAT'S A GOOD 
SIGN. 





A BRIGHT 
AND GENTLE SMILE 
THAT PERMEATES 
A MOTHERLY LOVE... 
| CAN’T HELP BUT 
THINK HOW BEAUTIFUL, 
HOW CHAKMING, 








WITH A STRONG JAW AND 
FIERCELY SHARP BROWS. I’M 





SURE THIS MAN IS STRICT AND 
SERIOUS-- 















Hi, 
{LITTLE ART! 
IM YOUR DADDY! | 
CAN YOU SAY 
‘DADA’? 







REY, 
{ HeEwas | 
\ JUST BORN. 


NEVER MIND. 









My SURROUNDINGS 
SEEM NORMAL 
ENOUGH-- 








WHAT IN THE-- 


















WEEKS SLOWLY 
TRICKLED BY. 


ALTHOUGH 
MY MOTHER, ALICE, 
WAS A GENTLE AND 
KIND-HEARTED PERSON, 
SHE HELD THE REINS 
TIGHTLY IN THE FAMILY. 
















My FATHER, 
REYNOLDS, WAS A 
DEPENDABLE AND 
CHARISMATIC MAN 
IF YOU IGNORED 
HIS OCCASIONAL 
CHILDISHNESS. 


WHILE | WAS THANKFUL 
| HAD BEEN BORN 
TO A LOVING FAMILY, 
My LIFE WAS FILLED 
WITH DIFFICULTIES 


| WOULDN'T WISH 
UPON EVEN MY ENEMIES. 





LITTLE COMMAND 
OVER MY LIMBS... 















AND THE INABILITY 
TO EVEN CONTROL 
THE BODILY FUNCTIONS 
THAT CAME ALONG WITH 
THIS PRISON OF FLESH. 


Se 


PERHAPS YEARS OF 
MENTAL FORTITUDE HONED 
AS A KING, A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF MY COUNTRY 


AND THE EVER-FAINT HOPE 
THAT THIS WAS ALL A DREAM, 
WERE THE ONLY THINGS 
KEEPING ME SANE. 








IT SEEMED THAT 
ID BEEN 
TRANSPORTED 
TO THE PAST 
IN A MUCH MORE 


APHIIALA? Pocnriry 





PV Nee TPE Nee lee ON Ee 


DID PEOPLE 
USUALLY 
CARRY AROUND 
WEAPONS 
IN THE PAST? 


PAA, 
a wp 








| GUESS I’M SUPPOSED TO 
ASSUME THESE VIALS OF 
SUSPICIOUS-LOOKING LIQUIDS 
THEYRE PASSING OFF AS 
“MEDICINE” ARE BEING SOLD 
LEGALLY... 








/ my LITTLE \ 
ART 





' How ABOUT We. \ 
GO HEAD BACK 





KNOWLEDGE 
IS STRENGTH. 
"Ve Aceecesn 


MY SURROUNDINGS 
OVER THE PAST WEEKS, 













AND I’M CONFIDENT 
THAT | NOW HAVE 
A FIRM GRASP ON 

WHAT TO EXPECT. 





/ DADDY'S HOME! 
HOW'S My LITTLE 
MAN DOING? 





\/ Rey! 
WHAT ARE 
YOU GOING 

TO DO 


A-AS EXPECTED 
OF SUCH A FRAGILE 
BODY. 





TO THINK 


| WOULD BE 
REDUCED 
i TO THIS 
=) STATE BY A 
4 MERE TOSS... 

















HAHA! 
MY FATHER 
DID THIS 
WHEN | WAS 

YOUNGER! 


’ LOOK, DEAR, 
| THINK OUR 
LITTLE BOY 
IS HAVING 
cUNI = 




















YOU'RE OKAY, 
My LITTLE 
BABY. 





LET MOMMY 
FIX YOU UP. 











THERE! ALL BETTER! 





| THINK | SPOKE 
TOO SOON. 





PERHAPS | KNOW 
NOTHING OF THIS WORLD 
AFTER ALL. 





THE BEGINNING AFTER THE END 
UPDATES 3 TIMES A MONTH ON 
THE 4TH, 14TH, AND Z4TH! 


STAY TUNED! 


IN MY 
PREVIOUS 
LIFE... 











| LED AKMIES, 





OUT-DUELED 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
COUNTRIES ALL OVER 
THE WORLD. 








YET, OUT OF ALL 
MY ACCOMPLISHMENTS, 


| HAVE NEVER BEEN 
AS PROUD AS | AM 
IN THIS MOMENT... 
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REY, MAKE SURE 
HE DOESN'T HIT 
HIS HEAD ON 

THAT CORNER! 








OKAY! YOU 
BLOCK HIM FROM 
GETTING NEAR 
THAT SHELF! 













/ AWW, LOOK, \ 
ART |S LOOKING 
_ AT HIMSELF WW 

THE MIRROR! , 








ITS BEEN 
MONTHS AND I’M 
STILL NOT USED TO 
MY NEW NAME. 


ASA 


FORMER KING, 
“ART” IS A LITTLE 
TOO CUTE FOR 
ME. 





ALTHOUGH, 
LOOKING AT 
MYSELF HERE, 


| HAVE 
TO ADMIT THAT 
[MA OLUTELY 


ivy " » 





WATCH OUT, 
FUTURE LADIES... 








Ww Wl Myy Wij 





SS A 
= PREPARE TO BE = 
= HEARTBROKEN! a 
ee S 
sit — 
Loz SS 


OI ~— 
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_ SWEET DREAMS, 
MY LITTLE ART. 
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NOW THAT ALICE 
THINKS I’VE 


ja 
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AN HOUR OK SO BEFORE 
SHE COMES BACK TO = 
CHECK UP ONME = 
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EVER SINCE 
| DISCOVERED THIS PLACE, 
I'VE BEEN SNEAKING IN 
EVERY NIGHT TO LEARN MORE 


ABOUT THIS WORLD. 
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DICATHEN, 
THE CONTINENT 
| HAD BEEN BORN IN, 
COMPRISED OF THREE 
MAJOR KINGDOMS: 





ELENOIR, 
THE ELVEN 
KINGDOM 
DEEP IN THE 
FOREST, 


j 
Laid oof OF oad @) | © 
he oe 





DARV, 

THE VAST 
UNDERGROUND 
KINGDOM AND HOME 
OF THE DWARVES, 





QR IN 


AND SAFIN, 

THE HUMAN KINGDOM, 
AND EASILY THE 
MOST-POPLULATED 
KEGION. 





BOTH THIS WORLD 
AND MY PREVIOUS ONE 
SHAKED A MONARCH 
SYSTEM, 


BUT RULEKSHIP 
HEREIS PASSED DOWN 
RATHER THAN EARNED. 








| FOUND 
EAKLY ON THAT 
THIS WORLD IS 
VASTLY UNDERDEVELOPED 
COMPARED TO 
MY OLD WORLD, 





BUT THE REASON 
FOR THE LACK OF TECHNO- 
LOGICAL ADVANCEMENT, 
| REALIZED... 











1S BECAUSE 
OF MAGIC. 








| THINK 
THIS IS WHERE 


LLEPT OF Pc 





rama vos 
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— . LI 1 we ~ T1\\. 
Pani d 












IN MY OLD 
WORLD, WE HAD A 
LIFE FORCE CALLED 
“KI” USED BY PRACTITIONERS 
TO STRENGTHEN THEIR 
BODIES AND WEAPONS 
THROUGH RIGOROUS 
TRAININIG. 


THIS WORLD 
HAS A SIMILAK FORCE 
CALLED “MANA.” 





HOWEVER, UNLIKE KI, 
WHICH EXISTED ONLY INSIDE A 
PERSON, MANA IS PRESENT 
ALL AROUND US. 





THE POWER 
TO CONTROL MANA IS 
LARGELY GENETIC. ROUGHLY 
I IN 100 CHILDREN 


POSSESS IT. 





THE TWO 
MOST COMMON 
METHODS ARE AUGMENTING 
AND CONJURING. 





AUGMENTERS ENHANCE 
THEIR BODIES WITH MANA, 
ALLOWING THEM TO POSSESS 
INCREDIBLE STRENGTH, DEFENSE, 
AND AGILITY. 


HOWEVER, THEIK WEAKNESS LIES 
IN THEIR LIMITED RANGE. 











CONJURERS EMIT MANA 
TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD, 
ALLOWING THEM TO BEND 
THEIR SURROUNDINGS TO 
THEIR WILL. 









HOWEVER, 
THEY MUST 
SUPPLEMENT THEIR 
OWN MANA CORE 
WITH MANA FROM 
THE OUTSIDE WORLD 

Th) BORAA 





WAS WHAT THEY CALLED 
A “DEVIANT.” MORE SPECIFICALLY, 
AN EMITTER. 















THEY ARE A RARE 
TYPE OF MAGE ABLE 
TO CAST UNIQUE 
RESTORATIVE 





ACCORDING 
TO THIS BOOK, 

A MAGE'S FIRST 
AWAKENING HAPPENS 
BETWEEN EARLY 
ADOLESCENCE TO 
LATE TEENAGE 
YEARS, 





WHEN THEIR 
MANA CORE 
MANIFESTS. 








THE MANA CORE 
SOUNDED UNCANNILY 
SIMILAR TO THE 


KI CENTER IN MY 
PREVIOUS LIFE. 





TO FORM 
A KI CENTER, 
CHILDREN WERE TAUGHT 
TO MEDITATE AND SENSE 
THE FRAGMENTS OF KI 
SCATTERED INSIDE THEIK BODIES 
AND GATHER THEM INTO 
A SINGLE PLACE. 








| WONDER... 








IT’S WORKING! 
IT'S WOR-- 













THERE YOU ARE, 
ART! WORRYING 
ME LIKE THA-- 





OH, HONEY... 
ARE YOU 
HAVING TROUBLE 
TAKING A 
POOPIE? 
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WHEW, | GUESS YOU 
DIDN’T HAVE ANY 
TROUBLE. 

















CHANGE YOUR 





IT TURNS OUT 
THAT AMIDST MY 
CONCENTRATION, 
| HAD INDEED SOILED 
MY DIAPER. 
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IT’S BEEN 
A LITTLE OVEK TWO 
YEARS NOW, 


YET IT STILL FEELS LIke 
I'M LEARNING MORE AND 
MORE ABOUT MY BABY 
EACH PASSING DAY. 





"VE REACHED 
THE CONCLUSION... 










THAT ARTHUR 
HAS TO BE 
>THE MOSTE= 

ADORABLE BABY. 





WITH HIS 
LITTLE PATCH 
OF AUBURN 
HAIR, 





AND AZURE EYES THAT 
LOOK AT ME ALMOST 
INTELLIGENTLY... 


| KNOW HE WILL 
GET INTO TROUBLE 
IN THE FUTURE 
IF | DON’T BECOME 
A STRICT AND 
DEPENDABLE MOTHER. 


IT’S NOT LIke | CAN 
RELY ON REy. 














FOR GOODNESS’ SAKE, 
| CAUGHT HIM TRYING 
TO TEACH MY BABY 
HOW TO FIGHT. 








AND THIS WAS 
WHEN HE COULD 
BARELY CRAWL! 





















ONE THING I'VE NOTICED 
IS THAT ARTHUR ABSOLUTELY 
LOVES GOING TO THE SMALL 
MERCHANTS’ STRIP 

IA] CEANITEC A 


ASHBER. 


SO, RATHER THAN 
SHOPPING FOK GROCERIES 
ONCE OK TWICE A WEEK, 

WE GO DOWNTOWN 

EVERY OTHER DAY. 





I'M NOT 
SPOILING 
HIM... 





IT’S TO 
HAVE FRESH FOOD IN THE 
HOUSE AND FOR EDUCATIONAL 
PURPOSES. 


LOOKING AT ARTHUR 
GROW UP SO QUICKLY, 
| WONDER HOW HE WILL BE 
WHEN HE’S OLDER? 
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Wil 


IN BECOMING AN 
ADVENTURER, 
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WITH REY AS HIS FATH 
HE’LL HAVE AN INTEREST 





BUT | CAN’T HELP 
BUT WORRY. 


| CAN ONLY HOPE 
HE FAKES BETTER THAN 
THE NAIVE YOUNG TEENS 
HOPING TO MAKE IT BIG 
AS ADVENTURERS. 





Now IF ONLY 
| COULD DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
HIS PERPETUAL HABIT 
OF SNEAKING INTO 
THE STUDY. 


'M TEMPTED 
TO MOVE HIS CRIB 
INTO THE STUDY, 
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APPROXIMATELY 
TWO YEARS HAS PASSED 
SINCE | FIRST MADE 
MY DIFFICULT 
JOURNEY TO 
THE STUDY. 


IVE LEARNED 
A LOT SINCE THEN BUT 
IT’S BEEN FASCINATING 
LEARNING NEW THINGS 
EVERY DAY. 













f PIL==+ 
f Lens JIZ=Lii= 

, tuitiFrYyrytiu®e? | 
: a ee 
tt Y= 








HE’S BEEN CHANTING 
SOMETHING FOR OVER 
A FEW MINUTES NOW 
AND HE’S CONCENTRATING 
REALLY HARD. 















| WONDER WHAT 
SORT OF MAGICAL 

PHENOMENON HE’LL 
CONJURE? 
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AWESOME, HUH! 
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ARE YOU 
WATCHING 
YOUR DADD-- 


OH FOR 
| GOODNESS’ SAKE, 


HE RUINED 
THE FRONT YARD 
AGAIN. 








| LEARNED 
FAIRLY EARLY ON 
THAT MY FATHER 
WAS AN AUGMENTER. 





| WONDER 
WHAT I'LL BE WHEN 
MY MANA CORE 
AWAKENS. 






























































YOUR EYES 
ARE HALF-CLOSED, 
BABY. 


LOOKS LIKE 
SOMEONE NEEDS 
A NAP. 





\Y jada] NOT NOW, HONEY. 
XN LAX YOU KNOW IT’S NAP 
el ee: TIME. 
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IN THE STUDY 
FOR A LITTLE 
BIT. 





Boys 
HIS AGE NEEDS A LOT | 
OF PLAY AND | BABy- 

PROOFED THE KOOM. 


DEMEANING: ayes ai 
Wauls NING, A € 














OH NO... 
YOUR FATHER 


BETTER NOT 
HAVE KNOCKED DOWN 
ANOTHER TREE. 
PLL. BE 
RIGHT BACK, 


ART! 











MY BIGGEST 
ACCOMPLISHMENT ASIDE 
FROM THE ACCUMULATED 

KNOWLEDGE OF 


TLIl2 wAs/oe!] Pp 


ee el 


IS MY 
PROGRESS IN 
FORMING MY 


MANA CORE. 
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| SPENT THESE LAST 
O YEARS MOVING 
THE TENS OF THOUSANDS 
OF TINY FRAGMENTS OF MANA 
INSIDE MY BODY, 










AND GATHERING THEM 
TOGETHER NEAK MY 
SOLAR PLEXUS. 


| CAN SEE WHY IT WOULD TAKE 
UNTIL ADOLESCENCE TO FORM 





NATURALLY, 


SEEING HOW SLOWLY THESE 
FRAGMENTS GRAVITATE TOWARD 
THE CENTER OF MY BODY. 

















IT IS AN 
ARDUOUS TASK BOTH FORK 
MY BODY AND MIND, 





BUT THESE 
TWO YEAKS 
HAVE NOT GONE 
TO WASTE. 


I'M ALMOST THERE. 
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JUST 
ONE LAST 
Piece. 
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YOU OKAY 
HONEY? 





ARTS STILL 
THERE! 
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W-WHAT'S 
WRONG? 














YOU'VE GOT 
TO BE KIDDING | 
ME ) 


HE'S 
NOT EVEN 


THREE... 





BUT HE'S 
ALREADY... 
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SO THIS IS f 
WHAT IT’ FEELS LIKE 
TO HAVE A MANA; : 
CORE! > 


ee 


= \ EVEN 
= THE TREES LOOKS 
2 © GREENER! 
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WERE WE 
ATTACKED? 


WHO DARES 
DESTROY THE HOME 


OF A KING?! 
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BESIDES 
REBUILDING 
OUR HOUSE, 
A LOT HAS 

HAPPENED THIS 
PAST YEAR. 





ALONG WITH MY 
MOTHER "TEACHING" ME HOW 
TO READ AND WRITE, 





| HAVE BEEN 
LEARNING THE BASIC 
OF MANA MANIPULATION 
AND AUGMENTATION 


AT FIRST, 
SINCE MY BODY 
WAS TOO SMALL 
TO BE SPARRING, 
WE DID BASIC BODY 
WORKOUTS. 








IT WASN’T TOO LONG AGO 
THAT MY FATHER FINALLY DECIDED 
| WOULD BE OKAY TO PRACTICE, 








WITH THE WOODEN SWORD 
HE HAD GOTTEN ME FOR MY 
THIRD BIRTHDAY. 





| HAVE 


YOUR SWORD, NOW / 
COME ON! __\ 




























Now 
REMEMBER 
WHAT | TAUGHT 
YOU. 








MATCH 
THE FLOW OF | 
| MANA WITH YOUR | 
BREATHING. } 




















JUST LIke 

YOUR HEART OR LUNGS, | 
YOUR CORE IS JUST 
ANOTHER ORGAN. 


| WONDER 
IF MOST 
FOUR-YEAR-OLDS 
4 WOULD UNDERSTAND = 
Bm THESE ABSTRACT 
BZ 

Y 
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INSTRUCTIONS... 






















COME ON, 
| THINK YOU CAN 
DO IT! 
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=, LITTLE BIT OF TIME 70 = 
STUDY BEFORE DINNER. 


Tin 
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| CAN | GO 
TO STUDY NOW? 




















IN THIS WORLD, STRENGTH 
IS MEASURED BY THE COLOK OF 


YOUR MANA CORE. 





THE MANA CORE STARTS OFF 
BLACK,DUE TO THE BODY'S BLOOD 


AND OTHER IMPURITIES MIXING WITH 
THE MANA PARTICLES FORMING 
THE MANA CORE. 











THE MANA CORE BECOMES 
MORE PURE AS THE IMPURITIES ARE 
FILTERED OUT OVER TIME. 


THE ORDER GOES AS FOLLOWS: 








SILVER 





EACH STAGE IS 
SPLIT INTO THREE SHADES 
(DARK, SOLID, AND LIGHT). 








THE LIGHTER THE MANA CORE, 
THE PUREK IT IS, AND THE MORE 


POWER IT HAS. 
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CAN’T A BABY GET SOME 
ALONE TIME AROUND HERE? 














| THINK 
IT’S TIME WE GET 
ART A PROPER 
MENTOR. 











HE’ 
ONLY FOUR, 
REYNOLDS! 





BESIDES, 
YOU SAID YOU'D 
BE ABLE TO 
TEACH HIM! 








EXACTLY! 



















| NEVER EXPECTED 
OUR SON TO BE SUCH 
A MANA MANIPULATION 

PRODIGY AT FOUR 
YEARS OLD! 






I'M HOLDING 
HIM BACK! HE'S 
GOT SO MUCH 
POTENTIAL! 








(M NOT 
HAVING MY 
| CHILD LEAVE HOME TO | 

| SOME CITY HUNDREDS | © 
OF MILES AWAY! 
















XYRUS 
ISN'T JUST 
SOME CITY! AND 
LL MAKE SURE 

MY FRIEND | 

TAKES CARE | 

OF HIM! 














ART, YOU 
HAVE A SAY 
IN THIS AS 

WELL. 







DO YOU 
WANT TO GO 
TO A BIG CITY 

AND HAVE 
A REAL 
TEACHER? 
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MOMMY AND 
DADDY COME TOO 





AND MEET TEACHER 
TOGETHER? 
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| GUESS 
WE REALLY 
DIDN'T THINK 
ABOUT ALL OF 
US GOING 
TOGETHER! 












| MIGHT FEEL 
BETTER ABOUT 
THIS IF I'M THERE 
WHEN HE'S TESTED 
AND MEETS HIS 
TEACHER. 













THEN IT 
LOOKS LIKE WE'RE 
ALL GOING TO 
XYRUS CITY! 

























..AND SO, 
| WAS SHOCKED 
TO OVERHEAR MY PARENTS 
ALREADY PREPARING FOR 
THE THREE-WEEK 
JOURNEY. 


* 

-.* .*"e ‘i ; 

> é Original Novel and*Script: TurtleMe 

= * s + | . . — =* “ ; 

o . = ; 
e Comic ‘Artist: Fuyuki23 
bao es y * 4 

2 » Colorist: issatsu 


i 
\«@ 




























| THOUGHT 
| SAW IT HERE 
SOMEWHERE... 





Soa Wa RONAN 
AAR a AN 





YOU NEED TO 
GET TO BED, 
MISTER! 

/! 


EARLY TO- 


WE’RE 
HEADING OUT 
MORRO 








TOMORROW? 
SO FAST! 


| KNOW, HONEY. 
| HATE RUSHING LIKE 
THIS TOO. 


BUT 
YOUK MOM 
AND DAD'S OLD 
FRIENDS FROM 
THE TWIN HORNS 
ARE GOING TO 
XYKUS AS 
WELL 


TAKING US 
ALONG! 


YOUR DAD 
IS WITH THEM 
RIGHT NOW. 





| BETTER NOT 
CATCH YOU STAYING 
UP READING AGAIN! YOU CAN 
BRING SOME BOOKS 
FOR THE TRIP 
TOMOKKOW 





OKAY, 
MOM! GOOD 


NIGHT. 





| KNEW 
THE TWIN HOKNS 
HAD BEEN IN THE AREA 
FOR A WHILE 





EVEN HELPING 
REBUILD OUR HOME 
WHEN THEY HAD 
THE TIME. 





FKOM WHAT 
| HEARD, THE PARTY 
CONSISTED OF TWO 
CONJUKREKS AND THKEE 
AUGMENTEKS. 





THIS WOULD 
HELP WHATEVER 
TROUBLES WE MIGHT 
RUN INTO. 


I'M FINALLY 
MOVING ON FROM 
THIS SMALL, QUIET 

TSA/A 





ITS TIME 
TO SEE WHAT 
THIS WORLD TRULY 
HAS TO OFFER. 























THANKS AGAIN 
FOR TAKING Us WITH 


ell SB E85 —=EeEE 


YOU ON THIS TRIP! 











FELLAS, 
| WANT YOU 
ALL TO MEET 
MY SON! 















ARTHUR, 
INTRODUCE 
YOURSELF! 










| THANK YOU 
| FOR COMING 
| WITH US 
TO XYRUS. 





SUCH 
MANNERS! 




















YOU SURE 
REY IS YOUR 
DAD, KID? 





ADAM KRENSH 
AUGMENTER 
SPECIALTY: SPEAR 














HE’S 
JUST TOO 
PRECIOUS! BE THANKFUL 
YOU LOOK MORE 
LIKE YOUR MOM™ 
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AN 


WH-WHAT’S 


GOING ON?! | 
CAN’T BREATHE! 


SPECIALTY 


; ear FD oe A, Ld el ee AE Le 

















ANGELA, 
YOU'RE HURTING 
HIM! 





DURDEN WALKER 
CONJURER 


SPECIALTY: EARTH MAGIC 




















JASMINE 
FLAMESWORTH 
AUGMENTER 
SPECIALTY: DUAL 
DAGGERS 


















DON’T MIND HER, | 
SHE JUST NEEDS TO 
GET USED TO YOU. 





NICE 
TO MEET YOU, 
ARTHUR. MY NAME IS 
HELEN SHARD. 


HELEN SHARD 
AUGMENTER 
SPECIALTY: MAGIC ARCHERY 















ALRIGHT! © 





NOW THAT 
EVERYONE'S GOTTEN 

ACQUAINTED, LET'S 
PREPARE TO 











EVERYONE 
READY? 


WE'RE ALL 
GOOD HERE! | 








wo yy 





oe oe 
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GREETINGS 
PLEB-TREASURED 
READERS, | HAVE 

COME PERSONALLY 
TO ANNOUNCE THAT, 
STARTING NEXT EPISODE, 
THE BEGINNING AFTER THE END 
IS GOING TO BE LOCKED 
FOR TAPAS COINS. 


HOWEVER, 
YOU DON’T NEED 
A KING'S WEALTH TO 
JOURNEY ALONGSIDE ME 
AS EACH EPISODE WILL 
ONLY COST LESS THAN 


A QUARTER 


—____ *less-than 
$0.25 USD 













REY” DO YOU KNOW 
WHERE MY NICE DISH IS? 
| CAN’T SEEM TO FIND 
IT ANYWHERE! 


FOR THOSE THAT 
HAVE DIFFICULTIES 
AFFORDING THE EPISODES, 
| WILL DO MY BEST TO MAKE 
SURE MANY PROMOTIONS AND EVENTS 
WILL TAKE PLACE SO THAT YOLI 


MAY HAVE OTHER MEANS — 
TO ACQUIRE THE 
EPISODES. 











ALSO, 

THE ENTIRE FIRST 
VOLUME OF THIS 
STORY IS AVAILABLE FOR FREE © 
| IN NOVEL FORMAT RIGHT HERE 

| IN TAPAS FOR YOUR 
CONVENIENCE. 


ARTHUR? 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE? 
AND WHAT’S THAT YOU HAVE 
UNDER THE BLANKET? 





GIVING 
THE CREATORS YOUR 


LIARS TAP eT.) hUOS AOA I UL dle) eee 


PIPVNIZ GPS GTI Peel 
KEEP THIS STORY ALIVE... 
SO PLEASE SUPPORT 
THEM. 





THANK YOU... 
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HOW AKE 
YOU HOLDING UP, 
ARTHUR? 


TIRED? 











DON’T WORRY ABOUT IT. 
IT’S YOUR FIRST TIME TRAVELING 
LIKE THIS. 
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CIFES 
SURES 


SO... YOUR 
POPS HAS BEEN 
BRAGGING NEARLY 
_ THE ENTIRE WAY HERE, 


| THAT YOU'RE A GENIUS 
MAGE? 


DID YOU 
REALLY AWAKEN 








| HEY, REYNOLDS. 
| NEED TO DO A LITTLE 
STRETCHING BEFORE 
GOING TO SLEEP, 


AND YOU 
TOLD ME YOLI'VE 
BEEN SPAKRING 
WITH YOUR BOY 


DO YOU MIND 
IF | PLAY AROUND 
WITH ART? 
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ALL RIGHT, 
BUT BE CAREFUL 
WE JUST BARELY MOVED ON 
FROM LIGHT STRENGTH AND 
MANA EXERCISES INTO 
SPARRING 








NORMAL KIDS My AGE 

WOULD BARELY BE ABLE 

TO CLIMB A FLIGHT OF 
STAIRS-- 





tL 
| GUESS HERE, 
NO ONE THINKS 
FIGHTING ME IS 
UNUSUAL 











YOU KNOW 
HOW TO REINFORCE 
YOUR WEAPON RIGHT, 
BOY GENIUS? 
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REDHEAD IS 
OUT FOR BLOOD! GET 
ME OUT OF THIS 
Mess! 
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AT THAT MOMENT, 
NEWTON’S THIRD LAW OF 
MOTION CAME TO MIND. 





“FOR EVERY ACTION, 
THERE IS AN EQUAL AND 
OPPOSITE REACTION.” 














..AND BOY 
DID THAT OPPOSITE 
REACTION HURT. 











2 Pee 


HAVEN’T 
TAUGHT HIM 
TO FIGHT, 
My Ass! 


WHAT SORT OF 
HELLISH TRAINING 
DID YOU PUT HIM | 
THROUGH TO CREATE | 
THE LITTLE = |s— 


MONSTER?! 














y | sI-I DIDN'T 
7 | TEACH HIM 


Is 
THIS WHAT 
YOU'VE BEEN 








Y-YEAH... 
| LEARNED 
THIS BY WATCHING 
DAD AND READING 
SOME BOOKS 





YOU'RE STILL 
GOING TO TEACH 
ME SOME OF THOSE 
MOVEMENT 
TECHNIQUES 
OF YOURS. 








SO YOU JUST 
HAVE TO CKOSS YOUR BACK 
LEG OVER YOUR LEAD LEG AND 
THEN KICK OFF WITH MANA WHILE YOU 
LET YOUR BODY ALMOST FALL, THEN YOU 
HAVE TO... 















| ALMOST THERE... 
KIND OF. 











SEVERAL DAYS PASSED 
SINCE WE BEGAN OUR 
JOURNEY TO XYRUS CITY. 



















DURING THIS TIME, 
MY BIRTHDAY HAD ALSO 
PASSED. 
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GIFT... FOR 
BIRTHDAY AND... | 
LESSONS. 

















ADAM, HELEN, AND MY 
FATHER’S TRAINING CONTINUED 


WITH DECENT PROGRESS 
SO FAK... 











BUT TO MY SURPRISE, 
JASMINE HAD ALKEADY 
SUCCEEDED IN LEARNING A FEW 
TECHNIQUES. 





IT STILL AMAZES 
ME HOW JASMINE WAS ABLE TO 
GKASP MY INSTRUCTIONS SO 
QUICKLY, ESPECIALLY WHEN 
LEARNING FEINT STEP. 
















| COME ON, ART. 
| WE'RE LEAVING 
NOW! 
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| STILL 


REMEMBER YOUR 

FATHER GETTING 

US INTO ALL SORTS | 
OF TKOUBLE. 








PRETTY \ 
SURE REY | 
WASN'T 

THE ONLY 

ONE THAT 





\ TROUBLE... 








WASN'T , 
| THEREA | ff 
| TIME WHEN YOU = Z 
ACCIDENTALLY 5A 

SET OFF-- 





--OH NO! 
WHAT WAS 
THAT?! 


NEVER MIND, 
| JUST A LITTLE RODENT, 
HAHA! 












JUST 
A LITTLE TIRED, 
HONEY. ’LL 
BE OKAY. 















| 
Hoy 
| 

at 


HE ae 

















7 UE PETICAY’ 
| / PEATE VATE Vall 
y \*My,, ” MERE TBI YT J 
N \4r, or ! LT" MMs 
%% | rf 
/ LTB Iyer Thao, See 




















W-WHAT'S 
GOING ON? 


BANDITS! 





PREPARE 
TO ENGAGE! 





SUBMIT, 

O’ WIND, 

AND FOLLOW 
MY WILL. GATHER | 

AND PROTECT! 
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SLIRROLINDED. 























PRETTY GOOD 
CATCH, BOYS! 
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| LEAVE ONLY THE © 
WOMEN AND KID ALIVE, 
AND TRY NOT TO 
LEAVE SCAKS. 
AFTER ALL... 





NZ 
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GOODS WILL ONLY 








IT SEEMS I'VE BEEN LIVING 
IN A BUBBLE FORK TOO LONG. 








| ALMOST FORGOT THAT EVERY 
WORLD HAS ITS OWN SHARE OF FILTH 
LIKE HIM. 
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GATHER 
AND GUARD!!! 
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STOP STRUGGLING, 
BABY! I'LL MAKE SURE 
TO TRAIN YOU $O WELL, 
YOU'LL BE BEGGING TO 
STAY WITH ME IN THE 
END~ 























































































































MOM, 
YOU HAVE TO HEAL 
DAD. HURRY! 





THERE'S SOMETHING 


WRONG WITH MOTHER 





WHY ISN'T SHE 
HEALING FATHER? 


I'M FINE... 
HONEY. 





MY INJURIES 
AREN’T LIFE... 
THREATENING... 


DON'T WORRY 
AND DO YOUR 
BEST. 





ART, 
LISTEN 
CAREFULLY. 


AFTER YOUR 


MOTHER Uses =P JL BE 
HER HEALING SPELL,  _ “BLE TO 
THOSE BAD MEN -FEND OFF THE 
ARE GOING TO GO) LEADER, BUT NOT IF 
AFTER HER. 4 [HAVE TO WORRY 
4A ABOUT PROTECTING 
S YOU TWO. 





TAKE YOUR | 
MOTHEK BACK DOWN 

| THE TRAIL WE CAME | 
FROM AND DON'T | 


STOP. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT, DAD?! 
LEAVING dnp 
YOU! FIGHT! YOU 
\ SAW Me! 











LISTEN TO 
ME, ARTHUR 











PROTECT 
THE BABY INSIDE 
HER. 
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HONE: 
BE OKAY 
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MY MOTHER 
WAS PREGNANT. 





| WAS PLANNING 
ON TELLING YOU WHEN 
WE GOT TO XYRUS, 















"LL 
PROTECT 
MOM. 





| 
PROMISE. 
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THEY'VE GOT 
FOUR MAGES ON 
THEIR SIDE. 














DON'T 
LET HER 
GET AWAY! 
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DON’T 
DIE ON ME 
DAD! 


My III \\ aw 


NINN 
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(LL HOLD 
HIM DOWN! 
GET OUT 
OF HERE! 






































HOW 
THE HELL 





DON'T 
STOP, ARTHUR! 








SOMETHING'S 
WRONG... 
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THREE 













FORGET 
THE PLAN, 
DAMIEN! 







DON'T 
LET THEM 
LIVE! 


WHO 


IS HE TALKING 
TO?! 



































| KNEW THAT 
IF | COULDN'T 
MAKE IT, | WANTED 
TO BRING THE MAGE 
DOWN WITH 
ME. 














= LETS HOPE 
EeTHIS MANA STRING 3 
HOLDS OUT! 










































































6-GOOD 
MORNING, 
KING GREY. 




















THE COUNCIL, 
THE ONES WHO ACTUALLY 
GOVERNED THE COUNTRY, 
MANAGING ITS POLITICS 
AND ECONOMY. 





IN A WORLD 
RIDDLED WITH PROBLEMS 
LIKE DECREASING BIRTH RATES AND 
LIMITED KESOURCES, WARS WERE REPLACED 
BY DUELS AND ARMIES 
BY KINGS. 


| 
WAS ONE 





OF THEM. 


ADMIRING | 
| YOUR HANDIWORK, 


| SEE. 





WHILE BEING 










PART OF THE = 
COUNCIL IS 5) 
\\.\ REWARDING, 





| WON'T LIE 

AND SAY I'M NOT 
ENVIOUS OF THE 

| FAME AND GLORY 
YOU KINGS RECEIVE 
UPON VICTORIES. / 











ANYWAY, 
TO WHAT DO 
| OWE THE PLEASURE 
OF THIS UNEXPECTED 
VISIT? 














Sz 
== 5 
vs 








WIE PE 





| SPENT 
MY WHOLE LIFE FOR 
THE SAKE OF BEING 
THE STRONGEST. 


AND 
FOR WHAT? 








| WAS STILL 
AN ORPHAN, 
WITH EVERYONE 
| CHERISHED 
GONE. 





'D GIVE 
UP EVERYTHING 
| HAD IN THAT LIFE 
FOR THE CHANCE TO GO 
BACK TO ASHBER AND 
SEE THEM ALL 
AGAIN. 
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illu, 
W 
THANKS 


FOR THE 
MEAL... 
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HOW LONG 
HAS IT BEEN? 
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SWEAR TO 


GOV, IF IT 

















DON'T JUST a 
TRUST THIS UNKNOWN = 
— VOICE. NO MATTER HOW = 
SILKY SMOOTH AND 
DIGNIFIED IT 
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ARE YOU 
THE ONE THAT 
SAVED ME? 








QUESTNGNE 










PRETTY CONFIDENT THAT 
LL EVEN TRY TO 
FIND YOU. 








KEY, 
ALICE AND 


THE TWIN 
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MISTER... 
VOICE? 





INCONVENIENCE YOU 
FORK DIRECTIONS SO 
THAT YOU MAY GRACE 
ME WITH YOUR 
PRESENCE? 




















WAIT, 
HOW DID 
SHE KNOW 
My-- 
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AS MY BODY'S 
CONDITION GRADUALLY 
IMPROVED, LEAVING ME 

WITH ONLY A FEW ACHES 
HERE AND THERE BY THE 
AFTERNOON, | COULDN’T HELP 


BUT THINK... 











WHAT SORT OF 
MAGIC HAD SHE USED 
TO SAVE ME FROM THE 
FALL? HOW COULD SHE HAVE 
EVEN KNOWN THAT WE WERE 
FALLING, AND WHY DID SHE 
ONLY SAVE ME? 












THE MORE 
| TRIED TO COME 
UP WITH AN EXPLANATION, 
THE MORE QUESTIONS 
| SEEMED TO 
END UP WITH. 
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TWITCH 








WHAT | THINK 
IT Is! 
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HERE 
JUST WORDS, ARTHUR 
AKING MUSTREMAIN’ "ea 
(ALM AND UNFAZED SQA 


THISBODY? 
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SINCE | FELL 
OFF THE MOUNTAIN 


TOWARDS THE EAST, | MUST 
BE NEAR THE ELVES’ 
DOMAIN. 


















BUT | DON'T 
SEE ANY OF THE 
FOG THAT THE FOREST 
OF ELSHIRE IS KNOWN 
FOR. 








MY FEARS OF 
TRAVELING THROUGH 
THE BEAST GLADES WERE 
QUELLED BY THE FACT 
THAT ONLY SMALL 
ANIMALS SEEMED 
TO BE PRESENT. 












ALTHOUGH, 
I'M SURPRISED THAT 
| HAVEN’T SEEN ANY MANA 
BEASTS WITH HOW RICH THIS 
PLACE IS WITH MANA. 





IT’S 
REGRETTABLE THAT 


| CAN'T STAY AND 
ABSORB SOME 
OF THE MANA, 
BUT | SHOULD 

HURRY. 





























| NEED 
TO GET BACK TO 
MY PARENTS. WITH 
MY MOTHER PREGNANT, 
THE STRESS OF MY 
POTENTIAL DEATH 
MIGHT EVEN EN- 
DANGER THE BABY 
INSIDE HER 










IF 
THEYRE STILL 
ALIVE. 
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UMM... IT’S NICE 
TO... 
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TH- 
THANK 
YOU...? 
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| | KNOW \ _ 
YOU TOLD |, 












Me YOU 
WERE A BUT IS 
LADY, THERE A 
BETTER 
4, WAY | CAN 


ADDRESS 
YOU? 


SYLVIA... DO 
YOU MIND IF 
| ASK A FEW 
QUESTION? 





WITH MY INITIAL 
FEAR FROM SYLVIA'S 
APPEARANCE SLOWLY 
FADING, | BEGAN TO 
ASK HER ALL OF THE 

QUESTIONS THAT 

HAD BEEN ON MY 
MIND SINCE WAKING 
UP FROM THE FALL. 





WHERE 


WAS THIS 
PLACE? 










WHY WAS 
SHE HERE 
| ALL ALONE? 





WHERE DID SHE 
COME FROM? 


HOW DID SHE GET 
THAT WOUND? 


AND WHY 
DID SHE 
SAVE MEF? 











Asyphin\City 
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YOU CAN... 
UHH... CALL 





MY 
FAMILY 
CALLS ME 








IT'S SHORT 
| FOR ARTES 





BIG 
By WA NO A 
- : DEAL... 



































OH, OKAY... | 
GOOD NIGHT, 
SYLVIA. 








AS THE 
FEAKSOME 
FIGURE CLAD IN 
DARK AKMOR 
WALKED AWAY, | 
COULDN'T HELP 
BUT THINK HOW 
LONELY SHE 
APPEARED. 











THEY'RE... | 
SAFE. 
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THANK YOU, 


SYLVIA. 














¢; 














SYLVIA AND | 
SPENT HOURS TALKING 


ABOUT ALL SORTS OF 
THINGS WHEN SHE WASN‘T 
PREPARING THE PORTAL. 





THOSE HOURS BLED INTO 
DAYS, AND THOSE DAYS INTO WEEKS WHILE 
WE SPENT EVERY MOMENT IN 
EACH OTHER’S COMPANY. 





AND WHILE 
SYLVIA NEVER SPOKE ABOUT HER OWN 
LIFE, | SLOWLY BEGAN TO UNDERSTAND 


WHAT SORT OF "PERSON" THIS 
MYSTERIOUS BEING WAS. 
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SYLVIA WAS 
THE LIVING EMBODIMENT OF 
THE PHRASE, "DON’T JUDGE A 
BOOK BY ITS COVER.” 


CONTRARY TO HER 
TRAUMA-INDUCING APPEARANCE, 
SHE WAS KIND, GENTLE, 
PATIENT, AND WAKM. 














SHE REMINDED ME OF MY 


MOTHER IN THAT SHE WAS GENTLE 
AND KIND... 








...BUT FIRMLY SCOLDED ME 
WHEN | WAS WRONG. 
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THERE WAS A TIME 
WHEN | HAD EXPRESSED MY 
ANIMOSITY TOWARD THE 
BANDITS. 
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BEING LECTURED ON MORALS 
AND LIFE BY A FIGURE THAT 
APPEARED TO BE THE EPITOME OF EVIL 
HAD ODDLY STRICKEN ME DEEPLY. 
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— EH? AH! No! 
I-I'M FINE! 










SYLVIA! YOUR 
WOUND... IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
IT’S GETTING 
WORSE! 





PAS? CAS | Cee i 









IS 
THAT 
REALLY, 
% THE CASE?! # 




























MY PARENTS 
SAID I'M A 
GENIUS! 





























EASIER SAID 
THEN DONE. 
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PRACTICING THIS SKILL TO ITS 
FULLEST ESSENTIALLY MEANT BEING 
ABLE TO FIGHT PROFICIENTLY WHILE 
STILL MAINTAINING A STEADY INWARD 

FLOW OF MANA. 




















I-|T) CAN'T, 
BE... 












| SYLVIA! 
DID IT! 
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YOUR 
WOUND! WHY 
IS IT GETTING 

WORSE SO 
QUICKLY? 














THAT'S WHY... 
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bAS 








IT... 
IT’S GETTING 
WORSE... 


...BECAUSE SHE'S 
CREATING THE 
PORTAL... 


...HER 
WOUND IS GETTING 





SHE DID IT 
ALL BECAUSE 
2. 
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HOW CAN IT 
BE FINE? ° 





s\ 








WHEN 
YOU'RE 
DYING FOR 
ME... 





THE 





STORY BY 


ART BY 


COLOR ASSISTANT BY QUALITY CONTROL BY 
ISSATSU KISAl ENTERTAINMENT 








| CRIED FOR 
LONGER THAN 
| CARE TO 


ADMIT... 


AND | CRIED 
FOR THE FIRST 
TIME LIKE THE 
CHILD | WAS ON 

THE OUTSIDE. 











HOW 
CANI = 

NOT BLAME | 

MYSELF?! 








YOU'RE BASICALLY 
SACRIFICING YOUR- 
SELF SO THAT | CAN | 
MEET MY FAMILY... « 
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CRAKK 











CRAKK 

































































WES =INOW25 DON 
cA Ble MORE 














S-SYLVIA? 
YOU'RE... A 
DRA-DRAGON? 
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THISIFOR 





THEY? WHO'S 
COMING? 
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SYLVIA, YOUR 
EP eden: 





ARE YOU 


: Ww 7 ‘ OKAY? 








UST LIKE 


LEAVING 
YOU? 





RUMBLE 





RUMBLE 


CRACK 
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AND) 
/ HEALS YOUR: 
5 WOUNDS 





YOUWVEFALREADY 
CAUSED USTQUITES 
NTHE TROUBLE AFTER: 

HIDS=! 











ITHAVEVANB 
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IONALLY 








SYLVIA... 

















NO NO NO. 
JUST COME 
WITH ME... 













I-| DON’T 
KNOW WHAT YOU DID 
BUT EVERYTHING IS... 


=. ’ 
= 
> %, 


...FROZEN RIGHT 

NOW. WE CAN 
LEAVE HERE 
TOGETHER. 
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LL NEVER 
HAVE THE 
CHANCE TO SEE 
HER AGAIN. 
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MY MIND 
SWAM WITH MEMORIES 
OF THE NEAR FOUR MONTHS 
| HAD SPENT WITH 
SYLVIA. 





FOR A 
TIME THAT 
SEEMED 
BOTH LONG 
AND SHORT, 


SYLVIA HAD 
TREATED ME 
LIKE HER OWN 
BLOOD, 





TEACHING ME 
THE THINGS THAT 
| HAD LACKED SINCE 
COMING TO THIS 
WORLD. 























| IBOUC SS 
SYEVIAWA 
DEAVE et 





TAS FERUSITATING 
Bee uSEEM 





ISR A 
gee ORS PASSED, 
WRe RIANA CORE: 
















PARTING IGIETp 
i HA VENINFUSED 


MYAUINIQUE: YOUR 
WILEAC ONTO. BUMURE! DEVELOPMENTS 


YOUN ASYAYINAGE | WILL) DEREND IN 
—- ONTHOWIWEL YOU REVABLES 
MO) USEUMYAGIFTe 
















WHO 


ASKED FOR © 

THIS GIFT? 

('D RATHER 
HAVE-- 









wh pinion 70 Noor 
RVANDYAY RURFOSE: 
FULFIL INSTHIS 











MYAONEY, 
WISHIE FORVOU 
meee. RACE 
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STORY BY 
TURTLEME 


ART BY 


COLOR ASSISTANT BY QUALITY CONTROL BY 
ISSATSU KISAI ENTERTAINMENT 








QUESTIONS 


CONTINUED TO 
PESTER ME LONG 
| AFTER SYLVIA'S VOICE 
DISAPPEARED. 












HOW LONG 
HAD SHE KNOWN 
My IDENTITY? 


HOW DID 


SHE EVEN 


KNOW? 













ONE THING 
WAS CLEAR 
THOUGH. 





IF | 


rma (eer All Vv 


ON TRAINING FOR 
THE SAKE OF REVENGE, 
THIS LIFE WOULD HARDLY 

BE DIFFERENT FROM 
MY LAST ONE. 









FOR NOW, | CAN ONLY 
MOVE FORWARD. 








WHERE 
THE HELL 
AM I? 
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EVEN WITH 
MANA, MY VISION 
IS RESTRICTED, BUT ONE 


THING IS CLEAR... 





| WAS DEEP 
WITHIN THE 


ELSHIRE FOREST. 


— 
= 











EVEN JUST 
BARELY BEING 
ABLE TO USE THE 
MANA ROTATION THAT 
SYLVIA TAUGHT ME, 


























I'M ABLE 
TO USE MAGIC 
FOK A LOT 
LONGER. 


STILL... 
| CAN'T 
HELP BUT WONDER 
HOW | ENDED 


me) —ee = 





ur FCKE. 








SYLVIA SAID 
TI11AT™ | isl we 





ARRIVE NEAR OTHER 
HUMANS. 





























NO MATTER, 
(LL JUST KEEP 
LOOKING AROUND. 









I'M GETTING 
PRETTY GOOD AT THIS 
TREE-TRAVELING 
BUSINESS. 
















THAT 
SOUNDED 


LikEA §€ 
HUMAN! ¥ 











_ THERE! — 








F HOPEFULLY 7 

S THEY CAN TAKE 

ME WITH 
THEM... 




















SOMEONE--M 
MPH MMMHHHELE 























LETS 
GET KEADY 
TO GO. 





WE'RE ONLY 
A FEW DAYS AWAY 
FROM LEAVING THIS 
DAMNED FOREST. 





HEY, BOSS. 
ELF GIRLS GO 
FOR A LOT, 

DON'T 


A CHILD TOO, 
SO A VIRGIN AT 





i 


DEFINITELY FETCH 


US A LOT! 


SHUT UP 
AND PUT HER 
BACK IN THE CARRIAGE 
ALREADY. WE NEED 
TO Move! 


















| PBUCE, 
— HURRY IT UP} 
BACK THERE! | 


A KID MAGE, 
HUH? 





THEN 
WE DON'T WANT 
TO ACCIDENTALLY 
KILL THE GOLDEN EGG 
THAT JUST LANDED 
IN FRONT OF US... 








HE 
MIGHT EVEN 
FETCH US MORE 
THAN THE LITTLE 
SHE-ELF. 





DESPITE 
MY EAGERNESS 
TO GET HOME, 
| STILL NEEDED 








DEALING WITH 
THOSE SLAVE TRADERS 
FIRST WAS THE BEST 
COURSE OF 
ACTION 








BUT 
| DIDN'T STRIKE 
IMMEDIATELY. 





ATTACKING 
ALL FOUR OF 
THEM HEAD ON 
WOULD BE SUICIDE, 
EVEN FOR ME. 





























AND 
GATHERED 
STRENGTH 





TO MAKE 
MY MOVE WHEN 
THEIK GUARDS 
WERE DOWN. 














BARK! 





SHUT ‘EM 
UP BEFORE THEY 
WAKE UP EVERYTHING 
IN THE FOREST! 


OKAY OKAY! 
_ DAMN MUTTS! 





GRR 


GRR 


























YOU 
SHOULD JUST 
CHEW EACH OTHERS’ 
ANTLERS IF YOLI'RE 
THAT BORED. 























3 THANK YOU a 
ae FOR THE WEAPON. & 














| THE HOUNDS 
— ARE QUIET NOW, 
WHAT'S TAKING 
HIM SO LONG 
TO COME 
BACK? 





YOU TAKIN’ 
A PISS OR SOMETHIN,’ © 
PINK-- 























WHY RE 
YOU BEIN’ 
SO NOISY?! 





WHERE ARE 
YOU, PINKY?! 
DELICE?! 

















CAREFUL, DANTON! 
TH-THE BRAT IS 
A MAGE!! 





A KID MAGE, 
HUH? 





THEN 
WE DON'T WANT 
TO ACCIDENTALLY 
KILL THE GOLDEN EGG 
THAT JUST LANDED 
IN FRONT OF US... 








HE 
MIGHT EVEN 
FETCH US MORE 
THAN THE LITTLE 
SHE-ELF. 


























YOU... 





HAVE ¥ 
SS) S| SOME CUTE 


*, 
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=. 
ns 


TRICKS. 
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COME HERE, 
MY BAG OF | 
GOLD. 








VONAle 








JUST 


GIVE UP. 






YOU 
CAN'T DO 
ANYTHING WITH 
YOUR LITTLE 
BODY. 





CONDENSING MANA LIKE 
A BLADE SEEMS TO BEHAVE 
SIMILARLY TO WIND MAGIC 
IN THIS WORLD... 





IF 
THAT'S 
THE CASE... 


FIRE MAGIC 
SHOULD BE, 
TOO... 





CONDENSE... 






































| DON’T CARE IF 
| HAVE TO SELL 
YOUR CORPSE! 
YOU'RE DEA-- 
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I'M SURE 
THE LITTLE 
GIRL SAID THE 
SAME THING... 
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YOU 
CAN GO 

BACK HOME 
| NOW. 








BUT 
YOU'RE ALSO 
A LITTLE-- 


THERE AKE 
THINGS HERE 
LITTLE KIDS 
ARE BETTER 
OFF NOT 
SEEING. 





LETS GO. 





AND DON'T 
TAKE THE 
CLOTH OFF 
UNTIL | SAY 
SO. 
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WE SHOULD BE 
A GOOD ENOUGH 
DISTANCE 
AWAY. 





YOU CAN 
~ LOOK NOW. 
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THANK.... 








OKAY! 


NICE 
MEETING 
yr) if 


fi Fl @ 











LOOK, 
| NEED TO 
GET HOME 
TOO. THOSE 
SLA-- BAD 
GUYS WON'T 
CHASE YOU 
ANYMORE. 
















BESIDES, AREN’T ELVES 
GENERALLY SAFE IN THIS 
FOREST ANYWAY? 











© THIS GIRL... 










BEASTS ARE 
ONLY SCARED 
OF ADULTS... 








MY PARENTS 
SAID THAT KIDS 
WILL GET EATEN 
BY HOUNDS OR 
TREE GOLEMS. 










OKAY... WELL DO 

— YOU AT LEAST KNOW 

| HOW LONG ITLL TAKE 

TO GET TO WHERE 
YOU LIVE FROM 

HERE? 











(LL GO 
GATHER SOME 
| SUPPLIES | 


FORK US. 





HOPEFULLY 
THE TRIP WON'T 
BE TOO LONG. 











STORY BY ART BY 
TURTLEME FUYUKI25 


PRESENTED BY 


QUALITY CONTROL BY 


COLOR ASSISTANT 


| SALVAGED 
WHAT | COULD 
FORK THE JOURNEY 
AHEAD. 

















NEITHER OF 
US KNEW HOW 
LONG IT'D TAKE, 
AND | ALSO HAD 
TO THINK ABOUT 
THE JOURNEY BACK. 













IT’S A SHAME 
WE CAN'T TAKE THE 
CARRIAGE, BUT, IT) MIGHT, 

Aa aD GUE aa 





F WE'D STICK OUT 2 
® LIke SORE THUMBS - 
% RIDING IN THAT. @ 
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| FOUND THESE 
CLOTHES INSIDE THE 

CARRIAGE AND ASSUMED 

THEY WERE YOURS. 





/ WEAR THE CLOAK 
OVER THEM SINCE 
ITLL PROBABLY 
GET COLD. 


















LETS GET 
YOU BACK 
HOME. 


AS WE WALKED IN THE VAGUE 
DIRECTION SHE POINTED TO, 


| GOT TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT THE ELF CHILD. 











/  wHATS | 
YOUR NAME? 


i 


T-TESSIA. TESSIA 
ERALITH. WHAT'S 
YOUR NAME? 
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| ITS ARTHUR | 
| LEYWIN. ! 


HOW'D YOU 
END UP IN THE 
ELSHIRE FOREST, 
ARTHUR? 


IT’S A LONG | 
STORY... | 


WE HAVE 
TIME! 








LETS JUST SAY | GOT 
SEPARATED FROM 
MY FAMILY. 


OH. SO YOU 
CAME FROM THE 


HUMAN KINGDOM, 
RIGHT? 














THEN IS IT 
TRUE THAT ALL MALE 


HUMANS ARE PERVERTS 
AND HAVE MORE THAN 
ONE WIFE? 


WHAT? WHO 
TOLD YOU 
THAT? 








My 


GRANDPA. 





I“! SEE... WELL, 

I'M SURE THERE ARE 
PERVERTS AMONG ELVES 
TOO. WAIT, DO YOU EVEN 

KNOW WHAT ‘PERVERT’ 
MEANS? 






NOT REALLY. 





WELL, TO ANSWER 
YOUR QUESTION... USUALLY, 
ONLY SOME NOBLES PREFER 

TO HAVE MULTIPLE 

WIVES... 


OH! NOW 


| GET IT! 








D-DO YOU REALLY? 
ANYWAY, LET ME ASK 
YOU A QUESTION. WHATS 
IT LIKE LIVING IN 
cClcAInio? 





IT’S FUN! | SPEND A 
LOT OF TIME WITH MY 
CARETAKERS AND GRANPA 
SINCE MY MOM AND 
DAD ARE BUSY. 
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OH, AND ONCE | 
AWAKEN, I'LL PROBABLY 
BE GIVEN A MENTOR TO 
TRAIN UNDER! I’M PRETTY 
EXCITED ABOUT THAT. 






HMM. 

THE EDUCATION 
SYSTEM SEEMS A BIT 
MORE UNDISCRIMINATING IN 
ELENOIR IF EVERYONE'S 
ASSIGNED A PRIVATE 
MENTOR UPON 
AWAKENING. 











UNDISCRIM-- 
WHAT? 


NOTHING. 


JUST TALKING | 
TO MYSELF. 








WHAT HAPPENED 
TO THOSE BAD GUYS 
THAT TOOK ME? 


| THEY, UH... | 

RAN INTO A RATHER © 

UNFORTUNATE 
ACCIDENT. 


W-WILL THEY 
TRY TO COME 
FIND ME AGAIN? 





| PROMISE THAT YOU 
WON'T EVER SEE THEM 
AGAIN. 


OKAY! 
THANK YOU, 
ARTHUR. FOR 
EVERYTHING... 
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YOU SHOULD 
GET SOME 
SLEEP. 


HUH? 
WHAT ABOLIT | 
YOU 





I'LL KEEP 
GUARD OUTSIDE. 
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~~ 


| WANTED TO USE 
THIS TIME TO FIGURE 
OUT WHAT THIS ‘WILL’ 
SYLVIA LEFT ME WAS, 
BUT... 





ARE YOU SURE 
YOU DON'T NEED 
SOME REST TOOf 


G-GRANDPA SAID 
TO NEVER SHARE A 
BED WITH A BOY BUT 
| WON'T TELL 
ON YOU. 











~ W-WELL, YOU 
SEE, | JUST 
| REMEMBERED. | 


BEASTS WILL MORE 
LIKELY APPEAR IF THEY 
NOTICE YOU OUT HERE 
BECAUSE THEY'LL SEE 

THAT YOU'RE A KID! 





THEREFORE... | PROPOSE 
THAT, FOR OUR SAFETY, YOU 
SHOULD KEEP GUARD INSIDE 

THE TENT... 





IT'S FOR 
OUR SAFETY. 


N-NOT 
BECAUSE I'M 
SCARED. 





YEAH, YEAH. 
| GOT IT. 



























TESSIA ERALITH... 
YOU'VE HAD IT ROUGH. 
REST WELL. 
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STORY BY ART BY 
TURTLEME FUYUKI23 


PRESENTED BY 
TAPAS MEDIA 


QUALITY CONTROL BY 
KISAI ENTERTAINMENT 





WE CONTINUED 
OUR JOURNEY, WITH 
LUNFAMILIAK SURROUNDINGS 
AND TIME QUICKLY PASSING 
AS THE ONLY INDICATORS 
OF OUR PROGRESS. 











re] 











AFTER TESSIA’S INITIAL 
DESPERATION AND FEARS HAD PASSED, 
IT WAS OBVIOUS SHE HAD NO IDEA 
HOW TO INTERACT WITH ME. 























(LL ADMIT 
THAT WORRIES OF 
MY FAMILY AND IMPATIENCE 
TO GET BACK HOME DIDN'T 
LEAVE ME IN THE BEST OF 
MOODS... 
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BUT WHAT MADE THE JOURNEY 
ALMOST UNBEARABLE WERE THE 


AGONIZING PAINS COMING FKOM 


MY MANA CORE THAT STRUCK 
UNPREDICTABLY. 








A-ARTHUR? 
IS EVERYTHING 
| (OKAY? 





YEAH... 
'M... FINE. 
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COMING 
- MORE FREQUENTLY= 
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DAYS PASSED AND TESSIA 

APFEAKED TO RECOGNIZE 

MORE AND MORE OF OUR 
INDISTINGUISHABLE 


Ze) ee es CU =e 





HOWEVER, OUR PACE 
HAD SLOWED AS TESSIA’S 
BODY COULDN'T KEEP UP 

WITH THE TOLL OF 

CONSTANT TRAVEL. 








AS FOR ME, DESPITE 
STRENGTHENING MY BODY 
WITH MANA, 





THE PAINS CONTINUED 
TO GROW AND IT HAD BECOME 
HARDER TO HIDE THEM FROM 
THE WOKRIED ELF. 
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SO, 


— VE BEEN 
THINKING 





SINCE WE'VE 
GOTTEN TO BE CLOSE 
FRIENDS... CAN | CALL 
\ YOU ART LIKE HOW , 
YOUR FAMILY 

DOES? 








'D BE MOST 
HONOKED THAT 
| TESSIA ERALITH MAY 
| REFER TO THIS HUMBLE 
COUNTRYSIDE 
BOY BY ‘ART! 





THERE YOU GO, 
TALKING ALL WEIRD 
AGAIN LIKE SOME 
OLD MAN. 


BETTEK THAN BEING 
A CRYBABY THAT CAN'T EVEN 
PEE BY HERSELF WITHOUT 





ME NEARBY WITH My EYES 
CLOSED AND EARS SHUT. 
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[- 
| THINK 
| SEE SOMETHING 


f yes, yes. ~—Y 
| | SEE SOMETHING 
TOO. | SEE MOSS | 
AND LEAVES AND — 
FOG AND TREES... 
LOTS AND LOTS | 
OF TREES. 





IT SEEMED THAT 
DESPITE THE MENTAL 
AGE GAP... 
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WE'RE HERE! 
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ra? 





PRISTINE. 








WAS THE 
ONLY WORD 
THAT CAME 
TO MIND... 


AND EVEN 
THAT DIDN'T DO 
THE SCENE IN FRONT 
OF ME JUSTICE. 
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WE WELCOME BACK 
THE ROYAL PRINCESS! 





WHERE? 





oS HERE? 








STORY BY ART BY 
TURTLEME rFUYUKI2Z5 


PRESENTED BY 
QUALITY CONTROL BY 


COLOR ASSISTANT 











PRINCESS, 
WE ARRIVED AS SOON SI 

AS WE NOTICED THE ROYAL 
| TELEPORTATION GATE | 
HAD BEEN USED. 








THE KING 
AND QUEEN 
ARE-- 








MY BABY! 
TESSIA, YOLI'RE 





ALDUIN ERALITH 
KING OF ELENOIR 





MERIAL ERALITH 


QUEEN OF ELENOIK 














VIRION ERALITH 


A NAME NOTED IN 
EVERY HISTORY BOOK. 


THE FORMER KING OF 
ELENOIR, WHO LED 
THE LAST WAR AGAINST 
THE HUMANS OF THE 
SAPIN KINGDOM. 








DYS\) 





























| WONDER 

wm (IF MOTHER AND @& 

m FATHER WILL REACT 

- LIKE THIS WHEN 
THEY SEE 

ME... 





THANK YOU, 
| CHILD. NOT JUST AS 
THE KING OF ELENOIR, 
BUT AS THIS LITTLE 
ONE'S FATHER. 













AS A SMALL 
— GESTURE OF GRATITUDE 
FOR HELPING TESSIA 
ARRIVE HOME SAFELY, 

PLEASE ACCOMPANY US 
TO OUR HOME. 





YOU CAN 
GET SOME REST 


AA TTS AAS srr 


PANS PV TN, 
PLEASE TELL US 
WHAT HAPPENED. — 


HIS TONE 
IS GENTLE, BUT 
HIS EYES SHOW 
THAT THIS ISN'T 
AN OFFER. IT’S 
AN ORDER. 





I'M HONORED. 

















THERE'S A 
| WANT YOU 





| SOMEWHAT 
EXPECTED AN IMPRESSIVE 
CASTLE AFTER LEARNING 
THAT TESS WAS A 
PRINCESS, BUT... 
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/ THIS CHILD 

IS OUR GUEST. | 
PLEASE GET HIM 
WASHED UP AND 


INTO A ROOM 
TO REST. 









| THANK 
| YOU, BUT | 


| WOULD 
LIKE TO EXPLAIN | 





WHAT HAPPENED 






FIRST. 
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MY NAME IS 
ARTHUR LEYWIN, —~ 
FROM A HUMBLE 
TOWN IN THE 
KINGDOM OF 
SAPIN. 





IT Is 
AN HONOR 
TO BE IN THE 
PRESENCE OF 
THE ROYAL 










FAMILY. 






A LITTLE OVER 
THE TOP FOR AN 
INTRODUCTION, BUT 4 
E DISCUSSION ISN'T GOING # 
TO PROGRESS IF THEY ; 
ie TREAT-ME-LIke = 
3 A CHILD. = 
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DESPITE YOU 
CLAIMING TO 
BE FROM HUMBLE 
ORIGINS, YOU SEEM 
RATHER MATURE AND 
WELL-EDUCATED, 
ARTHUR LEWIN. 


VERY WELL, 


Vr ec THA 





HEAR WHAT 
HAPPENED. 





AND SO, | RECOUNTED 
MY JOURNEY STARTING 
FROM A VAGUE ACCOUNT 
STATING THAT | HAD GOTTEN 
SEPARATED FROM MY 
FAMILY AFTER RUNNING 
INTO BANDITS. 








IT WASN’T 
A LIE, BUT A 
HALF-TRUTH. 





INEVITABLY, AS THE 
STORY PROGRESSED 
TO WHEN | HAD RUN 
INTO THEIR DAUGHTER, 
THE ATMOSPHERE 
SHIFTED. 





> TRADERS! 
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WITHOUT 
DISRESPECT, 








| SLAVE TRADING 
| IS A PROFESSION, 
| NOT A RACE, 

KING ALDUIN. 
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| | 
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SO, YOU 
SAW THESE SLAVE 
TRADERS TAKE MY 
GRAND-DAUGHTER 

| AND YOU, ASA 

CHILD, WHAT... 





NEGOTIATED 
WITH THEM? 
BEGGED THEM 
FOR MERCY? 









NO, | 
- ELDER 
VIRION. , 





| ELIMINATED 
THE SLAVE TRADERS 
AND RESCUED YOUR 
GRANDDAUGHTER. 


WHILE | AM 
A CHILD, | AM 
- ALSO A MAGE. 


HOW DARE 
YOU SPOLIT 
SUCH LIES 
IN FRONT 
OF-- 





























REGARDLESS OF 
WHETHER ANYONE 
BELIEVES ME, | 





TESS-~ 
PRINCESS 
TESSIA HAS 
BEEN RETURNED 


oe es ee 


SAP CL/. 








ALL | WISH 
FORK NOW IS TO 


RETURN BACK 
TO MY FAMILY 
IN SAPIN. 





- REGARDLESS OF 


WHETHER ANYONE — 
| BELIEVES ME, 











TESS 
PRINCESS 
TESSIA HAS 
BEEN RETURNED 
SAFELY. 





ALL | WISH 
FOR NOW IS TO 
RETURN BACK TO 

MY FAMILY 

IN SAPIN. 








YOU'RE GOING 
TO LEAVE ALREADY. 
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BESIDES, 










MY PRIORITY 
IS TO MAKE 
SURE MY FAMILY 
IS SAFE. 





AND LET 
THEM KNOW 
THAT I'M OKAY | 
. AS WELL, | 





| REGARDLESS 
OF OUR TWO 
KINGDOMS’ 
PAST, 







YOU HAVE 
SAVED OUR 
DAUGHTER 


AND TAKEN 
THE TROUBLE 
TO ACCOMPANY 
HER ALL THE WAY 
BACK TO US, 


WHICH 
ENTITLES YOU 

| TO A BEFITTING | 

REWARD... | 





UNFORTUNATELY, 

THE TELEPORTATION 
GATE LINKED WITH SAPIN 
KINGDOM IS ONLY ACCESSIBLE 
ONCE EVERY SEVEN YEARS, 


DURING THE SUMMIT 
CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE THREE RACES. 


















IT'LL BE ANOTHER 
FIVE YEARS UNTIL 
THE GATE WILL 
OPEN. 















HOWEVER, 
WE'D BE HAPPY 
TO SEND A GROUP 
OF GUARDS TO 
ESCORT YOU 
BACK HOME 
SAFELY. 








'D ALSO 
LIKE TO EXTEND 
OUR HOSPITALITY. 





SOME OF 
US ARE TOLERANT 
ENOUGH, 


BUT TOO MANY STILL 
HOLD GRUDGES TOWARDS 
HUMANS BECAUSE OF THE 

WARK LONG AGO. 








SO FORK NOW, 
| MAKE YOURSELF 
AT HOME. 


WE WILL 
HAVE YOUR 
| ESCORTS PREPARED | 
BY TOMORROW | 
MORNING. 
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STORY BY ART BY 
TURTLEME FUYUKI25 


PRESENTED BY 
TAPAS MEDIA 
QUALITY CONTROL BY 
KISA] ENTERTAINMENT 


COLOR ASSISTANT 
PLOWPLO 




















ir 
GETTING 
WORSE... 











| DON’T KNOW 
WHAT TO DO, 
SYLVIA. 





| WISH 
YOU WERE 
HERE TO HELP 
ME ae 


















FIRST YOU 
TALK ALL COLDLY 
TO MY FAMILY, 






AND THEN YOU'RE 
GOING BACK ALREADY! 


| 
WASN'T BEING 
COLD, TESS. 








1 WAe , 


BEING RESPECTFUL 
BECALISE... 
YOU KNOW... 
THEYRE THE KING 
AND QUEEN OF 


THIS ENTIRE 







WHY 
DIDN'T YOU 
TELL ME?! 













DON’T 
“TEEHEE” 
me! 


STILL... 
| DON’T WANT 
YOU TO LEAVE... | 








YOU'RE | .. 
THE FIRST... SO. 





FRIEND : 
VE... 3 














COME ON, 
| CRYBABY PRINCESS. 






SHOW ME 
AROUND THE 
CASTLE. 


THIS IS 
PROBABLY MY _ | 4 
FAVORITE PLACE IN | 
THE CASTLE. | 








IF YOU STAYED HERE 
UNTIL SPRING, YOU COULD 
SEE ALL OF THE FLOWERS 


BLOOM HERE. 





et | 








Cab Teal 





AT LEAST 
YOL'RE ABLE TO 
SEE THE GLOWBEES 
HARVESTING... 





LOOk! 
IT’S PRETTY, 
RIGHT? 





























HELLO™ 




















a 
/ WHAT 


_\ THE HELL! J 





7 
\ @s DID YOU JUST 
\—/ _)\ TRY To KILL your own 


———————— 






OKRANVVUAUGHIERKS: 





IT MIGHT'VE 
LEFT HER A SMALL 
WELT, BUT | DOUBT 

THAT TOY YOU'RE 
HOLDING COULD 
KILL ANYONE. 















GREAT 
| REACTION AND | 
INSTINCTS, 
THOUGH. 





TO THINK 
YOU'D CATCH 
MY LITTLE PRESENT 
AND USE IT AGAINST | 
ME. 


YOUR MANA 
USAGE IS MEDIOCRE 
AT BEST, 


BUT | CAN 
SEE HOW YOU 
WERE ABLE TO KILL 
A FEW SLAVE 
TRADERS. 















GRANDPA! 
STOP TEASING 
ART! 












YOU SHOULD 
KNOW WHY | CAME 
HERE. 











IT’S BEEN 


A WHILE SINCE 
(VE MET SOMEONE 
INTERESTING. 











LET'S SEE 
WHAT YOLI'RE MADE 
OF, BRAT! 
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EVEN WITH 
MANA AND MINIMIZING 
MY MOVEMENTS, 














KEEP UP 
WITH HIM! 
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GRANDPA! 





IT SEEMS 
LIKE | DESERVE 
THIS FOR BEING 

ARROGANT... 













BUT TO 
THINK YOU'D 
ACTUALLY BE 

ABLE TO LAND 

A HIT. 














AAHHH! 
THAT HURTS, | 
LITTLE 
ONE! 





















YOU SHOULD'VE 
GONE EASIER ON 
HIM! 






(‘M AFRAID | 
| THAT IF I'D GONE 
EASIER ON HIM, 
HE'D BE THE ONE 

BULLYING ME. | 





I'M HONORED THE 
ESTEEMED ELDER 
VIRION THINKS SO 
HIGHLY OF ME. 


'HONORED,,” 
IS IT? 












WHAT'S 
WITH THIS 
a SUDDEN CHANGE # 

IN MOOD?! —* 







IF THATS 


THE CASE... 











BECOME 
My DISCIPLE. 











STORY BY ART BY 
TURTLEME FUYUKI2Z5 


PRESENTED BY 


QUALITY CONTROL BY 


COLOR ASSISTANT 


COURTESY OF 
TESSIA’'S PERSONAL 
FIRST-AID KIT 





YOU'RE... 
ACTUALLY 
SERIOUS? 


WHY 
WALI DAY T 











WELL... 
FIRST OF ALL, 
I'M A HUMAN! 


IS IT EVEN 
| ALLOWED FOR 
| HUMANS TO STAY 
\ IN THIS KINGDOM? 












NO ONE 
{ WILL DARE TRY | 
AND KICK YOU OUT 
| WHILE YOU'RE 
UNDER MY 

TUTELAGE. 










| KNOW YOU 
REALIZE THAT YOLI’RE 
ALKEADY BETTER THAN 
_ | OTHER KIDS--HELL, EVEN | 
SOME ADULTS-- 








BUT JUST 
KNOW THAT | CAN 
TEACH YOU SOMETHING 
EVEN THE MOST CAPABLE | 
MAGES BACK IN 
SAPIN CAN'T. 


N-NO... 
EVEN IF YOU 
SAY THAT, | 

CAN'T. 
















NOT WHEN | 
DON’T EVEN KNOW 
HOW MY PARENTS, _ ' 
WHO DON’T EVEN KNOW 

WHETHER I'M DEAD OR 
ALIVE, ARE DOING. 


IF THERE 

WAS A WAY FOR 

YOU TO SEE HOW 
THEY'RE DOING AND 
COMMUNICATE WITH 
THEM TO LET THEM — 

KNOW YOU'RE 
OKAY... 


IS THAT 
NOT ENOUGH? 









| GET TESSIA | 
| WASHED UP AND | 
‘\ INTO BED! 








| REALIZE 
I'M BEING RATHER 
IMPATIENT, BUT IT 
HAS TO DO WITH WHAT 
| SENSED EARLIER 
DURING OUR 
LITTLE SPAR. 


YOU'VE BEEN 
HAVING BOUTS OF 
SEARING PAIN WHERE 
YOUR MANA CORE IS, 
RIGHT? AND THOSE BOUTS 
ARE COMING MORE | 

FREQUENTLY? 


H-HOW DID 
YOU KNOW 
THAT? 





MORE THAN 
HOW | KNEW, ITS 
THE FACT THAT YOLIRE | 
NOT AWARE OF THE 
REASON FOR YOUR 
PAINS THAT'S 
A PROBLEM. 


DO YOU 
NOT KNOW 
| WHAT A BEAST 





BEAST WILL. 
IT WAS A TERM 
| HAD NEVER HEARD 
BEFORE, BUT | 


IMMEDIATELY THOUGHT 
BACK TO WHEN SYLVIA 
STRUCK ME AT MY 
CORE. 





I'M SURE YOU 
KNOW OR HAVE EVEN 
ENCOUNTERED A FEW 
MANA BEASTS 
ALREADY 








_ CLASS SS 
| $e. 


CLASS $ 


CLASS A +AA 
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CLASS B 











BUT A BEAST 
POWERFUL ENOUGH 
TO BE CATEGORIZED 

AS CLASS AOR | 
HIGHER, 


GAINS THE ABILITY 
TO PASS ON THEIR 
WILL’ OR INHERENT 
ABILITY DOWN ONCE, EITHER 
TO THEIR OFFSPRING OR 
A PERSON THEYRE 
BOUND TO. 





| WON'T PRY 





STUMBLED LIPON SLICH 
A POWERFUL BEAST WILL, 
BUT AT THIS STAGE, 


THE POWER RESIDING 
DOING MORE 
GOOD. 





THE FACT 
THAT YOU KNOW 
ALL OF THIS... 


DO YOU 
WILL TOO? 











| AM 
WHAT IS CALLED 
A ‘BEAST 
TAMER. * 





CONQUERED THE 


MONSTROUS BEAST Gain 


WILL INSIDE 
OF YOU. 
























| KNOW 
HOW IMPORTANT 
IT IS TO GO BACK 
TO YOUR FAMILY, BUT 
DOING SO RIGHT 
NOW COMES AT 
A GRAVE RISK. 





THE PFOWER 
FKOM YOUR 
BEAST WILL IS 
TOO POTENT FORK 


‘seal  e|hlCULlL hl Ah KK A! Le 





BODY TO 
HANDLE. 


IF NOT 
CONTROLLED 
SOON, 





THE POWER 
~ YOU'VE OBTAINED | 
WILL DESTROY YOUR 
BODY FKOM THE 
INSIDE OUT. 
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KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
ON INSTAGRAM! 
@turtleme93 


” @fuyuk 23 ey 




















G'MORNING, ART! 


WAKEY WAKEyY! 





- He-WHA-- 


NOT NOW, 
SHADOW MONSTER. 
FIVE MORE 
MINUTES. 














WHO 
ARE YOU 

CALLING A 

MONSTER?! 





YOUR 
HAIR LOOKS 
FUNNY. 
















YOU'RE ONE | 
TO TALK, MINI- 
MEDUSA. 











HEY, HEY, 

| 16 IT TRUE 
YOU'RE GOING 

TO STAY 





GRANDPA 
TOLD ME THIS 
_ MORNING THAT 


./jAal/ Ae 





t/t PIN 





FORK SURE AFTER 
THE TRIP WITH 
ELDER VIRION, 

PRINCESS. 
















NOT 
PRINCESS... 
Tess: T-E-E-S. | 
I'M GOING TO GET 
ANGRY IF YOU 








KEEP DOING 


THAT! | 
SAN 


\ umn, (4/1 \ < 


VA" y W\\' \ 
= DN \ 


<= 7 | ) 4 \ f "hi 
; ts Ly gs 
VY iaN 
AW IY. AN 


AE 





OKAY, OKAY! b 
/ NOW, LET ME SHOWER 
"AND GET READY. UNLESS 
YOU WANT TO WATCH, 
| SUGGEST YOU LEAVE, 
THE ROOM, TESS. 










HOW 
PERVERTED! | 


NIDPA 
ins 2\GHT! 










STOP 
USING WORDS 
YOU BARELY 
KNOW! 





STORY BY ART BY 
TURTLEME FUYUKI2Z5 


PRESENTED BY 
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KISAl ENTERTAINMENT 


COLOR ASSISTANT 
PLOW PLO 





FATHER, 












YOU 
KNOW IT'S NOT 
APPROPRIATE FOR 
A HUMAN TO BE 
RESIDING WITHIN 
THIS KINGDOM! 





ALDUIN 
IS RIGHT, 
ELDER 
VIRION. 


LL ALWAYS 
BE GRATEFUL 
TO THE BOY 
FORK SAVING 
TESSIA, 


"VE TAKEN 
A LIKING TO 
THE BRAT. 
THERE’S 
NO NEED TO 
SAY MORE. 





BUT ALLOWING 
A HUMAN TO STAY 
HERE GOES AGAINST 
ALL TRADITIONS. 








BESIDES, 









YOUR 
DAUGHTER SEEMS 
TO APPROVE OF 
MY DECISION 
AS WELL. 


c-FATHER. 









|X | ASK THAT YOU 
\ RECONSIDER-- 


ENOUGH. 


HE WILL 
BE UNDER 
MY DIRECT 
GUIDANCE. , 


MAKE SURE 
EVERYONE IN 
THE KINGDOM 
KNOWS THAT. 





LOOKS 
LIKE THE ELDER 
KEALLY CAN BE 

TRUSTED. 











YOU'RE 
LATE, BRAT!| SS 













HOW MUCH 
LONGER DO WE 
HAVE LEFT TO 
60, GRAMPS? 










GRAMPS, EH? | 





' WELL AREN'T 
| YOU AWFULLY 

4, COMFORTABLE 
NJ\ WITH ME Now. 










WE'LL 
HAVE TO SEE 
HOW TODAY GOES 
WITH YOUR 
MYSTERIOUS 
FRIEND. 



















SHE WOKE 
| UP SO EARLY 
| TODAY, BUGGING 
\ Me ABOUT 
YOU. 


IS THAT 
| RIGHT? | 






















BEING THE 
ONLY PRINCESS 
OF THIS KINGDOM _ | 
CAUSED HER TO GROW | 
UP INALONELY | 
ENVIRONMENT. 





SHE'S 
BEEN HURT 
TOO MANY TIMES 
BY BOTH ADULTS 
AND EVEN CHILDREN 
PRETENDING TO 
BE HER FRIEND. , 


EVENTUALLY, 

SHE GREW COLD 
AND DISTANT, BUILDING 
A WALL CONSTANTLY 
AROUND HERSELF. 





IN THE SHORT 

TIME THAT I'VE 

SEEN HER WITH 
YOU, 


SHE HAS SHOWN 
ME MORE SMILES 
AND LAUGHS THAN 

SHE HAS IN THE 
| LAST FEW YEARS. 





FORK THAT, 
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WE'RE | 
/ HERE, YOU OLD \™ 
WITCH! 





MY EARS STILL 
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ARTHUR! 
THIS IS RINIA 
DARCASSAN, AN OLD 
FRIEND AND A VERY 
SPECIAL DEVIANT 
THAT CAN HELP 
YOU. 












A PLEASURE 
TO MEET YOU, 
ELDER RINIA. 











WELL, WE 
HAVEN'T GOT 
ALL DAY NOW. 





STOP 
STANDING | 
OUTSIDE AND | 
COME IN. | 














BEING 
A DEVIANT. 
MEANS SHE'S 
SIMILAR TO MY 
MOTHER, 











; WHOSE MAGIC 
DOESN'T FALL INTO 
we THE CATEGORIES OF 3 
e 6 THE FOUR BASIC 
ELEMENTS. 





| WONDER 


HOW SHE'LL BE 
ABLE TO HELP... 





MY APOLOGIES 
FOR SOLINDING 
IMPATIENT, 








BUT GRAMPS 
SAID YOUR MAGIC 
CAN HELP ME REACH 
MY PARENTS? 


| SEE YOU 
HAVE A SOFT 
SPOT FOR THE — 
BOY, VIRION. | 





BOY. 


| AM WHAT. \ 
IS CALLED A 
‘PIVINIEeL’ 
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MAGIC OF 
THIS NATURE 
VARIES FROM MAGE 
TO MAGE BUT 
('M QUITE 
CAPABLE. 


THIS MEANS... 
THAT THERE'S 
VERY LITTLE 
SOMEONE CAN HIDE 
FROM ME IF | SO 
CHOOSE TO FRY. / 
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~ | KNOW THAT YOLI'RE | 
_ SPECIAL. SO SPECIAL, 
IN FACT, THAT THERE 

ARE PARTS OF YOUR 
LIFE THAT EVEN’ | 
| CAN'T SEE, 












BUT THESE 
EYES HAVE SEEN 
PIECES OF BOTH 

| YOUR PAST AND 


— Li lh a 


FUIUKC. 





















BUT YOU'RE 
NOT HERE FORK MY 
CLAIRVOYANT ABILITIES. 
YOU'RE HERE TO SEE 
YOUR PARENTS AND TO 
\ LET THEM KNOW YOLI’RE | 
ALIVE, RIGHT? ! 





| THEN LEAN 
FORWARD AND KEEP 
YOUR EYES ON THE 
, BASIN OF WATER. 












FOCUS ON 
THE IMAGE OF | 
| YOUR PARENTS, | 









AS CLEARLY 
AND DETAILED 
AS POSSIBLE. 










ONCE YOU'RE 
ABLE TO SEE THEM 
IN THE WATER, 
YOU'LL BE ABLE 
TO SPEAK TO 
THEM. 








WITH 
HER GLOWING 
AUBURN HAIR AND 
SUN-KISSED COMPLEXION 
RADIATING A GENTLE WARMTH. 
HER THIN BROWS ALWAYS 
KNITTED TOGETHER, 
WORRYING ABOUT 
ME. 





WITH HIS 
STRONG BLUE GAZE AND 
GOOFY SMILE THAT BRIGHTENS 


EVEN THE DULLEST OF DAYS. HIS 
SILLY QUIPS AND SIMPLE NATURE 
AT HOME, SEVERELY AT ODDS 
WITH HIS CHARISMA AS A 
LEADER AND FIGHTER. 





PLEASE... 
BE ALIVE. 

















KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
ON Mi! 





























Wow! 
THIS BEEF STEW 
LOOKS AMAZING, 

ALICE. WHAT'S THE 

SPECIAL OCCASION? 















NOTHING 
LIKE THAT. 





IT’S JUST BEEN 
AWHILE SINCE I'VE 
COOKED FORK YOU 

AFTEK MOVING 

HERE. 
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| WHAT 
WAS THAT, 
HONEY? 





IT’S 
NOTHING. 











ITS ME, 2 
Z YOUR SON 3 





ARTHUR... 


















Me 
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MOM. DAD. 





| LOVE 
YOU BOTH. 





TAKE CARE 
UNTIL | GET 
BACK. 























I'M READY. 


KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
=» ON INSTAGRAM! 
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IT SEEMS 
THAT YEAKS OF BEING 
A KING HAS MADE ME 
A BIT OLD-FASHIONED 
AND STUBBORN. 








WHAT 
HE’S TRYING 
TO SAY IS... WE'RE 
SORRY FOR 
EARLIER. 










| PLEASE =| 
ACCEPT OUR 
APOLOGY AND 
SQ IAA | CONSIDER THIS 
a \KA\NSR PLACE YOUR f 








YOU ARE 


MY DAUGHTER'S 
SAVIOR AND 
MY FATHER’S 
VERY FIRST 
DISCIPLE. LET ME 
WELCOME YOU 
ONCE AGAIN, 


PROPERLY. 












THANK YOU \j 
FOR YOUR 





IF YOU'RE 
KEALLY SOKRY 
TO ARTHUR, 












TH-THEN... 
\ LET US PLAY OUTSIDE! 
| | WANT TO SHOW HIM 
\ AROUND THE CITy! 
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I'M READY! 
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GROSS! 








HUMAN GERMS 
ON ME. 









JUST 
BECALISE 
ELDER VIRION 
FAVORS YOU 
_ABIT, DO YOU 
| THINK YOU 
BELONG 
HERE? 

























! COME ON, | 
| ART, LET'S 
JUST GO! 






THIS 
BLATANTLY 
= clicHesipe # 
% CHARACTER... ¥ 


| KIND 


OF WANT TO 
MESS WITH 


HIM. 











PRINCESS, 
WHILE | APPLAUD 
YOUR KINDNESS, 
IT Is 
BENEATH 
_ YOUR LEVEL TO BE 
‘\ WITH THIS HUMAN 


Z\ COMMONER. 








a ALLOW ME, 
| FEYRITH IVSAAR I 
| TO ESCORT YOU. 





; THE 
{ FEYRITH Ivysaur?! \ 





SO EVEN 
YOU'VE HEARD OF 
MY GENIUS? OF COURSE, 
AWAKENING RECENTLY , 
WHILE I’M STILL 
SO YOUNG IS-- 
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WAIT, WHAT DID YOU 
JUST CALL MEF?! ITS 
PRONOUNCED IVSAAR, 
YOU IGNORANT FOOL! 


IGNORANT, ff 
INDEED. | 


| HAD NO SUCH 
CLUE THAT | WAS 
IN THE PRESENCE OF 
\ SUCH INSPIRING 
GENIUS! 


THIS BUG WILL 
KEMEMBER TO GIVE — 
2 YOU PROPER 
RESPECT. 








NOW, 
IF YOU'LL 
EXCUSE 
US... 








YOU THINK | A | 
DIDN'T SEE THROUGH Va 
YOUR SARCASM? 
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\. FOR THE PRIDE OF 
. THE IVSAAR HOUSE, 
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= WHAT THE 3 
& ACTUAL F--- 










HOW DARE YOU 
INITIATE A DUEL WITH 
THE DISCIPLE OF ELDER 
VIRION? 













YOU MAY BE OF A 
NOBLE BLOOD, BUT YOU 
SHOULD STILL KNOW YOUR 
PLACE, FEYRITH. 


MY APOLOGIES, 
PRINCESS, 














BUT MY FATHER HAS 
TAUGHT ME TO NEVER LET 
ANYONE TRAMPLE ON 
MY PRIDE. 














HUMAN! 
ACCEPT THIS 

| DUEL OR RETREAT 

- WITH YOUR PRIMATE | 

TAIL BETWEEN 

YOUR LEGS. 










JUST KNOW 
THAT YOUR 
DECISION WILL 
| REFLECT ON YOUR |, 

MENTOR AS | 
WELL! 
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DUEL? 
IS THAT SUCH 
A SERIOUS THING 
HERE? 








| WILL TAKE 
YOUR SILENCE AS 
AN ACCEPTANCE. 


PRINCESS TESSIA, 
PLEASE OFFICIATE 
THIS DUEL. 








LET 
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PREFAKE 
YOURSELF, HUMAN 


NAMED ARTHUR! 





THIS GENIUS 
WILL SHOW-- 























— | KNEW 
. THIS WAS 
— GOING TO © 
_ HAPPEN... | 








| COULDN'T HELP BUT 
GROW TO APPRECIATE THIS 
LITTLE PRINCESS MORE 
AND MORE. 








WHILE THE REST OF THE DAY 
WASN’T QUITE AS FUN AS BULL-- 
PLAYING WITH FEYRITH, 





E TO GET MY 


MIND OFF THINGS. 
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YOUR TRAINING 
STARTS TOMORROW, 
RIGHT? ARE YOU 
NERVOUS? 








I'M NOT SURE 
HOW YOU WERE 
TAUGHT SO FAK, 


BUT | WILL 
ASSURE YOU THAT 
MY LESSONS WON'T 
BE EASY. 








NEVER MIND 
THE PAIN FROM 
YOUR MANA 
CORE, 





THE ASSIMILATION 


TAMERS HAVE OFTEN 
BEEN COMPARED TO 
SUBMERGING YOUR 
BODY IN BOILING 
TAR. 
















YOU WILL BE 

STUCK HERE IN THIS 
FOREIGN LAND WITHOUT 

THE COMFORT f 

OF FAMILY. 





EVEN DAILY LIFE 
_ WILL BECOME ARDUOUS. 





IF YOU CAN 


ENDURE, THE PAYOFF 
WILL BE ENORMOUS. 









ARE YOU 
UP FOR IT, 
BRAT? 

















"VE COME 
A LONG WAY TO GET 
~*~ TO WHERE | AM NOW. 
, | THE TRAINING, SEEING 
MY PARENTS-- 











I'M EXCITED 


FOR ALL OF THAT, | 
AND MORE. 
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| CAN'T WAIT 
FOR WHAT THE 
FUTURE HAS IN 
STORE FOR 
ME. 
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